UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 85, No. 38 by WKU Student Affairs
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records WKU Archives
3-19-2010
UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 85, No. 38
WKU Student Affairs
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 85, No. 38" (2010). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6759.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6759
As Sam McFarland, a part-
time psychology professor, 
stood in front of Wetherby 
on Thursday, he was greeted 
with glares, thumbs-up and 
partial nods.
Nearly a month after the 
Benefi ts Committee voted 
against offering domestic part-
ner, or other qualifi ed depen-
dent (OQD), benefi ts to West-
ern employees, faculty and 
staff members are standing at 
the steps of Wetherby Admin-
istration Building, urging offi -
cials to change their minds.
“We’re just trying to make 
it known to the president that 
there’s substantial support for 
domestic partner benefi ts,” 
he said.
Domestic partner ben-
efi ts are benefi ts an employer 
chooses to offer an em-
ployee’s unmarried partner, 
whether of the same or oppo-
site sex, according to infor-
mation from the Employee 
Benefi t Research Institute.
Starting this week, a stu-
dent or faculty or staff mem-
ber will be standing in front 
of Wetherby every day hold-
ing a sign in silent protest 
until a change is made, said 
Robert Dietle, head of the 
history department.
“It’s nothing big and dra-
matic,” Dietle said. “It’s just 
something we need to do.”
The silent protest began 
Tuesday with English profes-
sor Mary Ellen Miller.
“It was cold as blazes, but 
I was determined to stick it 
out,” she said.
A few people spoke to her 
and offered words of encour-
agement, while others avoid-
ed her entirely, Miller said.
Kari Aikins, commit-
tee member and manager of 
employee benefi ts and re-
tirement, said the committee 
voted 8-6 against the benefi ts 
on Feb. 16.
Human Resources Direc-
tor Tony Glisson, who voted 
against the benefi ts, declined 
to comment. But he said pre-
viously his vote was based on 
data concerning tax implica-
tions and changes in the pay-
roll system.
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New Western Athletics 
Director Ross Bjork said 
President Gary Ransdell 
made one thing clear when 
he interviewed for the po-
sition during the Sun Belt 
Conference Tournament 
— it’s not a “fi x-it job.”
“Not a lot of things are 
broken,” Bjork said during 
his introductory press con-
ference last Friday. “Some 
things are going to need to 
be tweaked, things are go-
ing to need to be analyzed, 
but there are not a lot of 
broken things here with 
this athletic program. It’s 
a great opportunity and a 
great foundation has been 
laid here.”
Bjork, who has been a 
senior associate athletic 
d i r e c t o r 
at UCLA 
for the 
past fi ve 
y e a r s , 
will begin 
his fi rst 




sor on April 26.
He said that he’s already 
working on a to-do list, 
which starts with giving 
thought to the near future 
of Western’s football and 
basketball programs.
Bjork stressed patience 
with the transition to Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision play 
but also said that “Sun Belt 
dominance” is going to be 
expected.
Bardstown sophomore Jesse Wimsett shiv-
ered as he had his hair shaved off on Wednesday 
night at Denes Field.
“Feel the breeze, dude,” he said.
Wimsett volunteered to have his head shaved 
as part of Omega Phi Alpha service fraternity 
and the Western baseball team’s fi rst St. Bal-
drick’s Day on St. Patrick’s Day.
Volunteers asked people to sponsor them be-
fore they get their heads shaved to raise money 
for the St. Baldrick’s Foundation’s research for 
childhood cancer, said Kayla Clausen, service 
director of OPA.
Wimsett decided to donate his hair to the cause, 
because he has known people who have died from 
cancer, including both of his grandfathers.
He was sponsored by Papa John’s and raised 
$150.
Clausen said she heard about the event idea 
during a January 2009 conference that she at-
tended for her minor, non-profi t administration.
Clausen hopes the event will become an-
nual.
The event began in 2000 by three business 
people who turned their offi ce holiday party for 
St. Patrick’s Day into a fundraiser to benefi t kids 
with cancer, according to the Web site.
The St. Baldrick’s Foundation now raises 
more money for childhood research than any 
other organization except for the U.S. govern-
ment, according to the site.
Shear service
Although the state budget has cleared 
one hurdle, it still has another to go 
through.
The Kentucky House of Representatives 
passed a budget with lower cuts to higher 
education than previous years.
But Sen. Mike Reyn-
olds, D-Bowling Green, 
said the Senate plans to 
make its budget proposal 
different from the House’s 
proposal.
Once the Senate fi n-
ishes its budget, the two 
chambers will compromise 
to produce a fi nal budget. 
Legislators have until mid April — when 
legislative session ends — to pass a fi nal 
budget.
The House passed its budget proposal 
for the 2010-2012 biennium on March 10.
It calls for a 1.5 percent cut for higher 
education in the fi rst year and a 1 percent 
cut in the second year, said Brian Wilk-
erson, communications director for House 







Employees, students protest decision
TANNER CURTIS/HERALD
Psychology professor Sam McFarland protests outside of the Wetherby Administration Building for 
the reversal of the University Senate’s Benefi ts Committee’s 8-6 decision to not allow domestic 
partner benefi ts fat Western. McFarland said at least one faculty member will be protesting every 
day until the end of the semester. 
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com
SEE PROTEST, PAGE 5
BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD
Shepherdsville freshman John Sohl, left, and Lexington junior Matt Bracken get their heads shaved by Ranae Caudill, left, 
and Stacie Ennis, both of Bowling Green, for a fundraiser to benefi t the St. Baldricks Foundation for cancer research. The 
two members of Western’s baseball team were among the more than 20 people who volunteered to have their heads 
shaved to raise money following on Western’s game against Vanderbilt March 17. 
A Western student was 
killed Wednesday in Ten-
nessee after he acted as the 
getaway driver in a bank 
robbery, Gallatin, Tenn., 
police reported.
Jonathan Skinner, of 
Brentwood, Tenn., died 
after sustaining gunshot 
wounds, police reported.
Skinner, who lived in 
Pearce-Ford Tower, was a 
junior majoring in meteo-
rology.
Just before 12:30 p.m. 
on March 17, police re-
sponded to a bank robbery 










The fi rst suspect, David 
Christopher Cotton, entered 
the bank wearing a lepre-
chaun outfi t.
Police said he was car-
rying a large-caliber weap-










SEE BUDGET, PAGE 3
BJORK
SKINNER
SEE STUDENT, PAGE 5
SEE BJORK, PAGE 9 SEE SHAVE, PAGE 5
By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
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By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com
Western community members shave heads for cancer research
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CRIME REPORTS
REPORTS
■ Cory Allen Mayes, 
Barnes-Campbell Hall, 
reported on March 17 that 
his Garmin GPS and vehicle 
registration were stolen 
from his vehicle in the 
University Boulevard lot. 
The value of the theft was 
$150.
■ Danielle Billion, Pearce-
Ford Tower, reported on 
March 17 that her 2002 
red Ford Focus parked in 
the Creason lot had been 
damaged. The value of the 
damage was $200.
ARRESTS
■ Kristina Nichole Bell, of 
LaGrange, was arrested on 
March 12 and charged with 
careless driving and driving 
under the infl uence on 
11th Avenue and Chestnut 
Street. She was released 
the next day on an unse-
cured bond.
■ Elias Abdalla, McCor-
mack Hall, was arrested on 
March 5 and charged with 
traffi  cking a controlled 
substance within 1,000 
yards of school, criminal 
possession of a forged 
instrument, carrying a 
concealed deadly weapon, 
possession of a defaced 
fi rearm and possession 
of marijuana. Abdalla was 
released on March 15 after 
$5,000 of his $50,000 
bond was  paid in cash.
■ Michael Kippes, Mc-
Cormack, was arrested on 
March 5 and charged with 
alcohol intoxication. He 
was released the same day 
on time served.
■ Sean M. Tighe, PFT, was 
arrested on March 4 and 
charged with possession 
of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia. He was 
released the next day on a 
court order.
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
BG
WKND
The Herald publishes a weekend 
calendar every Friday. Send your 
post request by noon Thursday 
to calendar@chherald.com.
Hot Yoga Flow Class
8:45 a.m. at 730 Fairview Ave. Suite C2 
Easter Bunny at the Mall
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Greenwood Mall, 
2625 Scottsville Road
Western Violin Recital
3 p.m. at the fi ne arts center
Entourage Happy Hour
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Entourage Tapas Bar and 
Lounge, 935 College St.
Family Game Night
6 p.m. at Greener Groundz Coff ee and Cafe, 
871 Broadway Ave.
Karaoke
8 p.m. at Hot Mama’s Roadhouse, 306 Old 
Morgantown Road
“Once on this Island”
8 p.m. at Gordon Wilson Hall
Live Music
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at The Bistro, 1129 College 
St.
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Cafe Vioni, 352 Great 
Escape Court Suite A
9 p.m. at Micki’s on Main, 440 E. Main St.
9 p.m. at Tidball’s, 522 Morris Alley Bowling 
Green
9 p.m. at the Spillway Bar and Grill, 2195 Old 
Louisville Road
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and Reverse 
Raff le
6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus 




Limber for Life Exercise Class
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Health & Wellness 
Center in Greenwood Mall, 2625 Scottsville 
Road
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 
430 Center St. 
Wine Tasting
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at all Chuck’s Liquor 
locations: 3513 Louisville Road, 386 Three 
Springs Road, 575 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 
and 1640 Scottsville Road
Hot Yoga Flow Class
4:30 p.m. at 730 Fairview Ave., Suite C2 
Entourage Happy Hour
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Entourage Tapas Bar and 
Lounge, 935 College Street
Bowling Green Gallery Hop
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. including locations such as 
Barbara Stewart Interiors, 444 E. Main Ave.; 
BGB Photo and Design, 422 E. Main Ave.; 
Capitol Arts Center, 416 E. Main Ave.; The 
Gallery at 916, 916 State St.
Live music
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at The Bistro, 1129 College St.
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Cafe Vioni, 352 Great 
Escape Court Suite A
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Greener Groundz, 871 
Broadway Ave.
9 p.m. at Micki’s on Main, 440 E. Main St.
9 p.m. at Tidball’s, 522 Morris Alley
9 p.m. at Shelley’s Place Bar and Grill, 2545 
Louisville Road
Friday Night Skate
7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at The Skate Box, 506 
Three Springs Road 
Western Woodwind Ensemble/Clarinet 
and Sax Recital
7:30 p.m. at the fi ne arts center
“Once on this Island”
8 p.m. at Gordon Wilson Hall
Karaoke
8 p.m. at Hot Mama’s Roadhouse, 306 Old 
Morgantown Road
Cosmic Bowling
9:30 p.m. at Southern Lanes, 2710 
Scottsville Road
The World We Create Traveling Exhibit
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Corvette Museum, 
350 Corvette Drive
NCAA Tournament Special
11 a.m. at Samurai Hibachi Grill and Sushi 
Bar, 2718 Scottsville Road
Easter Bunny at the Mall
12:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Greenwood Mall, 
2625 Scottsville Road
Side by Side
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Kentucky Library and 
Museum
Exoplanets
2 p.m. at the Hardin Planetarium
“Once on this Island”
3 p.m. at Gordon Wilson Hall
Kentucky Blues Jam
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at WhaBah Steakhouse 
Saloon, 2361 Russellville Road
CORRECTIONS
■ Due to a Herald error, the price of fried 
rice at Manpuku Japanese Steakhouse 
and Sushi bar was incorrect in an article 
on the front page of the Diversions 
section of the Feb. 23 issue. The price of 
fried rice ranges from $2 to $6.99
■ Due to a Herald error, the hometown 
of Kaci Danhauer was incorrectly identi-
fi ed in a front page article about the Best 
Expectation Programs in the March 5 
issue. Danhauer is from Morganfi eld.
The Herald regrets the errors.
The College Heights Herald corrects all 
confi rmed errors that are brought to 
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 
745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correc-
tion, or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com
3MARCH 19, 2010 COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Western students are breaking down 
cardboard boxes and recycling their soda 
bottles and cans now more than ever.
In 2009, Western’s recycling rate was 
about 11 percent, which was a 7 percent 
increase from two years ago.
More than 565,000 
pounds of waste were 
recycled last year, ac-







pers, according to the 
e-mail.
Recycling Coordi-
nator Cristin Lanham 
said that last year 
Western increased 
the number of recy-
cling bins on campus 
and added plastic and 
aluminum recycling.
Lanham encour-
aged students to 
recycle, saying it’s 
good for the earth 
and cheaper.
It costs a little 
more than $31 per ton 
to dispose of trash, 
Lanham said. 
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
Coordinator Chris-
tian Ryan-Downing 
said via e-mail that 
about 35 percent of 
the 100,000 or more 
pounds of waste pro-
duced on main cam-
pus each week could 
be recycled.
“Rather than trash 
out the planet, we can 
save energy, air and water and other natu-
ral resources by recycling our waste,” she 
said.
Lanham said she hopes to add more 
recycling bins and a recycling facility to 
campus.
GreenToppers Treasurer Nick Asher 
said recycling is important to him.
“Recycling is one of the easiest things 
you can do to help 
the environment,” 
he said. “It’s so easy. 
There’s no good rea-
son not to do it.”
Atlanta freshman 
Terrence Johnson 
said he uses the recy-
cling bin in his dorm 
room.
Recycling helps 
preserve the earth for 
future generations, 
he said.
E l i zabe th town 
sophomore Kody 
Hoadley said that 
although he thinks 
recycling is impor-
tant, he doesn’t re-
cycle as much as he 
should.
The recycling 
bins in the lobby of 
his dorm aren’t con-
venient, he said.
“And I’m lazy,” 
Hoadley said.
Louisville junior 
Sara Sotelo, who 
lives in the Phi Mu 
sorority house, said 
she and the other 
women at the house 
recycle anything 
they can.
It’s important to 
recycle now in order 
to avoid pollution 








In 2009, Western reduced it’s 
carbon footprint by 188 metric 
tons. The Western community 
recycled:
■ 66 tons of paper and 132 tons 
of cardboard, which saved the 
equivalent of 3,366 trees
■ 8,500 pounds of plastic or 
more than 100,000 bottles
■ 1,709 pounds of aluminum or 
more than 58,000 cans
 Source: e-mail from WKU Recycling
 For Western, fi rst year cuts amount to 
$1.1 million, and in the second year, about 
half of that money would be restored, said 
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and 
Administration.
Although the second year’s budget 
would be an increase from the fi rst, it’s 
still less than Western gets now, Wilkerson 
said.
But the Senate could change the House 
proposal, so Mead said it’s still too early to 
start planning Western’s budget.
President Gary Ransdell said he’s 
generally pleased with the House budget 
plan.
Ransdell said he thought House leaders 
took the concerns he expressed  into 
consideration.
“I feel the House leadership worked 
hard to lessen the impact to higher 
education as much as possible,” he said.
Ransdell said he hopes the Senate will 
do the same. He met with Senate leaders 
this week to express those wishes.
He said he hopes the Senate will add 
money for the maintenance and operations 
of new buildings to their budget, as it 
wasn’t included in the House budget.
The Council on Postsecondary 
Education has also been working with 
lawmakers to keep higher education from 
facing budget cuts, said John Hayek, 
vice president for Finance, Planning and 
Performance for the CPE.
“It’s been a consistent message,” Hayek 
said. “Our fi rst priority is to maintain the 
level of base funding.”
He said the CPE understands there’s a 
need for sacrifi ces, but higher education 
has been sacrifi cing the past few years.
Hayek said the House proposal is 
attractive for higher education because 
they plan to give money back the second 
year.
CPE is hopeful the Senate will be just 
as receptive to their message, Hayek said. 
Reynolds said the Senate has been 
meeting in committee this week to discuss 
and rework the budget, and they plan to 
vote on their proposal on Tuesday.
“We’re going to propose deeper cuts 
across the board,” he said.
The budget versions proposed by 
the governor and House counted on the 
creation of additional revenue, but the 
Senate doesn’t want that, Reynolds said.
The governor’s money source was 
expanded gambling, and the House’s was 
taxes on businesses, he said.
Reynolds said he’s not sure if the Senate 
will propose higher cuts than the House’s 
1.5 percent.
He does know the Senate wants to 
include maintenance and operating costs 




Recycling is one of 
the easiest things 
you can do to help 
the environment. It’s 
so easy. There’s no 




THE ISSUE: As of March 8, students, fac-
ulty and staff had to start using a NetID user-
name and password for Western’s Portal, 
Blackboard, TopNet, Webmail, all computer 
lab, classroom and wireless logins.
OUR VIEW: The NetID login should be op-
tional for the rest of the semester, which will 
allow time to work out any kinks in the sys-
tem so a permanent switch will be effective 
by next fall.
People do crazy things when they have 
something to remember. Sometimes they put a 
string around their fi nger, write on their hand, 
write in an agenda, text it to themselves or put 
Post-It notes everywhere they go.
On top of everything else Western students, 
faculty and staff feel bogged down with after 
their spring break is long-gone, now there’s 
one more thing they’re forced to remember — 
their NetID login.
A NetID is usually the fi rst three conso-
nants in a person’s name, followed by fi ve 
random numbers. This identifi cation, along 
with a password created by the user, is the 
new login required for all of Western’s major 
computer systems.
The conversion is supposed to make all of 
Western’s computer systems more effi cient 
because of the simplicity that comes with one 
login.
The old login for everything, except Top-
Net, was the user’s e-mail address. It seems 
that instead of converting everything to a new 
system, TopNet’s login could’ve been changed 
to fi t the rest.
But now that the change has already been 
made, people should be given the opportunity 
to experiment with the NetID for the rest of 
this semester. This allows more time to fi x any 
problems that arise.
Some students and faculty have said that 
they’ve had occasional problems getting their 
NetID to work. If someone can’t use their 
NetID to log in, or don’t remember it, the old 
e-mail username should be available for use.
By the start of next semester, people will 
have had time to adapt to the new system, and 
it should work more effi ciently. 
We’re sure Information Technology offi -
cials are doing what they can to fi x the prob-
lems, but right now the NetID is just another 
excuse for students not to do their homework.
This editorial represents the majority opinion 
of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.
















The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. 
Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commentar-
ies should be about 500 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don't submit plagiarized 
work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classifi ca-
tion or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries 
must be received by 7 p.m. 


































*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
TOPS to the new trees 
on campus.
TOPS to the NCAA 
tournament — March 
Madness has officially 
begun.
BOTTOMS to West-
ern’s basketball team 





BOTTOMS to spring 
break being over — it 
always goes by too fast.
TOPS to warmer weather 
and making it through 
winter without someone 
getting hit by a fallen tree 
branch.
BOTTOMS to midterms 
after spring break — 
the odds of anyone 




Share it with us. Write a 
letter to the editor or a 




NetIDs cause confusion and should be optional until next semester
COMMENTARY
JSH52782.
Since returning from spring break, 
those three letters and fi ve numbers have 
become the bane of my exis-
tence. 
For anyone who doesn’t 
know what I’m talking about, 
that’s my new NetID. It’s the 
username I use to log onto 
Blackboard and access West-
ern’s wireless network.
Unlike some of their pre-
vious overhauls (HigherOne 
debit cards, anyone?), West-
ern actually did a good job 
getting us prepared for this one.
My gripe is with the timing of such 
a change, which continues to puzzle 
and frustrate me and just about every-
one within earshot in campus computer 
labs.
First and foremost, it makes 
no sense to force seniors to 
memorize a new username two 
months before graduation, par-
ticularly when that username 
appears to have no logical con-
nection to the student.
Take my NetID for in-
stance. The three letters appear 
to be my name without the 
“O.” Why not my three ini-
tials? Wouldn’t this make more 
sense than a random collection of letters 
that may or may not be three-fourths of 
my fi rst name?
And let’s talk about these numbers. 
Last 5 digits of my 800 number? Nope. 
Birthday? Guess again. Middle school 
locker combination? Sadly, we might be 
getting closer.
So, not only is the NetID diffi cult to 
memorize, it gets implemented during a 
week when students can barely remember 
where their classroom is, let alone that 
they can’t get their notes off Blackboard 
the same way anymore.
I’m baffl ed as to why administra-
tors couldn’t wait until next semester 
to make the switch. That way, Western 
could have promoted the change over 
the summer instead of bombarding stu-
dents while they’re dealing with the rig-
ors of class.
At the very least, Western should have 
let graduating seniors continue to use their 
old login credentials.
I know students can access the wire-
less network using their old username, but 
Blackboard is where I have the real prob-
lem, especially when the site has been 
crashing during the transition.
I’ve given four good years to this uni-
versity and taken every change like this 
one in stride, but throwing a curveball this 
late in the game is just cruel.
Thanks for the graduation present, 
Western.  
This commentary doesn't necessarily repre-
sent the views of the Herald or the univer-
sity.
If it's not broken, don't fi x it: NetIDs a bad idea
JOSH RAYMER
Bowling Green senior





and 1162 W. 31 Bypass
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
2631 Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
Delivery Available with $8 Minimum Purchase
Carryout • Delivery
1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898
BIG EAT TINY PRICE MENU WHY PAY MORE MENU
ITEMS STARTING AT 
$5 Stuffed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY
79¢ 89¢OR 99¢OR
Kevin Smiley, president of 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation, said he’ll be at Weth-
erby today.
Even though only a small 
portion of Western’s faculty 
would be affected by the deci-
sion, it’s still important to treat 
everyone fairly, Smiley said.
“I dislike the notion that there 
are people here at Western that 
feel like they don’t belong,” he 
said. “As a student advocate, I 
feel like that’s where we have 
to step in.”
Bowling Green senior Sky-
lar Baker-Jordan said despite 
claims that the benefits were 
rejected due to cost reasons or 
because gay marriage is illegal 
in Kentucky, he speculates that 
personal prejudices played a 
part in the decision.
"Just because the state of 
Kentucky decides to discrimi-
nate doesn't mean that Western 
should," he said. "Fifty years 
ago, black students couldn't go to 
school with white students. 100 
years ago, women couldn't vote, 
but that was the law in Kentucky. 





About 130,000 volunteers 
have participated in this event, 
according to the Web site.
 Jay Gabbard, associate 
professor of social work, had 
his head shaved at the event.
 His young son, Blake, 
laughed after he saw his dad’s 
new look.
“It looks funny,” Blake 
said. 
Gabbard said he found out 
about the event in an e-mail 
and decided to participate 
even though it would be the 
fi rst time he shaved his head.
“The solidarity you feel 
for the children with cancer is 
the most important part of the 
whole experience,” he said.
Gabbard said he got a lot 
of support from his colleagues 
to participate and was able to 
raise more than $200.
He said he was shaving in 
honor of his father and father-
in-law, who both have had 
cancer.
Overall, the event raised 
a little more than $1,000, 
Clausen said.
A group of 24 students and 
faculty volunteered to be a 
part of the event.
Lexington junior Matt 
Bracken, a member of the 
baseball team, said he wanted 
to volunteer in honor of his 
aunt, who has been in and out 
of chemotherapy.
“She got a huge smile on 
her face when I told her that I 
was going to be participating,” 
the fi rst-baseman said.
Cotton then joined 
Skinner in the getaway 
vehicle as they left the 
bank. Police followed the 
suspects to Red River Road 
and Bradford Drive, where 
both ran into a nearby fi eld, 
police reported. 
Cotton and Skinner then 
shot at police, and offi cers 
returned fi re, according to 
police.
Both suspects were shot 
and pronounced dead at 
the scene, police reported. 
Money was recovered from 
the vehicle.
Information from the FBI 
Bank Robbery Task Force 
links the robbery to a Dec. 22, 
2009 robbery of a SunTrust 
Bank in Nashville, in which 
the robber was wearing a 
Santa Claus suit, police 
reported.
The task force, which 
includes a Gallatin police 
representative, is investigating 
unsolved bank robberies to 
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Program off ers free 
textbooks to PMBA 
students
Students enrolling in Western’s 
Professional MBA program can 
now get free textbooks their fi rst 
semester, according to a Western 
press release.
Students must submit applica-
tions for the free books by April 
1, according to the release.
The PMBA program is open to 
students with fi ve or more years 
middle-management or profes-
sional experience, according to the 
release. The program meets every 
other Saturday for two years.
The program is designed to 
ease the burden of rising textbook 
prices for the PMBA students, 
who have been out of college for 
a while and may be surprised by 
the cost of books, according to the 
release.
—Michelle Day
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Create a team at
www.relayforlife.com/wku
You can donate by 
purchasing luminaria 
on Wednesdays in DUC
Members of the Western community 
are getting a fi rst-hand look into the lives 
of campus police offi cers.
In 2004, Western police started the Uni-
versity Police Academy to give students, 
faculty and staff hands-on experience in the 
police force, said Joe Harbaugh, spokes-
man for campus police. 
The academy, which was on a two-year 
hiatus, is up and running this year, he said.
Each participant suits up with a vest, 
belt and a training gun that is the same 
weight as the loaded Glocks police use, 
Harbaugh said.
“It basically gets them an idea of all the 
weight of gear and environmental factors 
that you can’t change,” he said.
The “criminals” are actors who are usu-
ally Western police offi cials or people who 
have been through the academy before.
To become a participant, one must fi rst 
apply and pass a background check.
In the academy, students participate in 
typical police situations, Harbaugh said. 
He said 26 students took part in the 
mock traffi c stop on Tuesday in the Crea-
son parking lot.
Harbaugh said campus police usually 
allow 20 students to participate, but took 
more this year because of an increased stu-
dent interest in the academy.
Some students participated in a scenario 
in which the driver had picked up an intoxi-
cated friend who was armed with a weapon 
or had drugs on them. 
The participants had to deal with the 
situation as a real cop would with the assis-
tance of actual Western police offi cers.
Louisville freshman Tameka Terrell 
said she wanted to get the feeling of being 
a cop because she is a sociology major with 
a minor in criminology.
“At fi rst I was scared, but I think I could 
do it again,” she said.
Owensboro freshman Paul Shively said 
he comes from a background of police of-
fi cers and wanted the experience.
“It feels powerful being in all that gear,” 
he said. “It’s an experience thing.”
Harbaugh said the academy is benefi -
cial to Western police because many peo-
ple who come out of it get involved in the 
Explorer program and eventually become 
Western police offi cers themselves.
The Explorers are Western students 
who volunteer with campus police. They 
routinely check on dorms, patrol campus 
and provide night escorts.
“It all starts right here,” Harbaugh said.
Students, employees 




Capt. Kerry Hatchett, patrol commander for Western police, addresses Owensboro freshman 
Paul Shively, who was a student participant in a mock traffi  c stop as part of the University Police 
Academy on Tuesday in the Creason lot.
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FULL-TIME 
Classes begin August 2010
Included:  







Cleveland senior Michelle Borowick leans over the rails of the third fl oor of Downing University 
Center to take a look at the decorated shirts, part of the Clothesline Project coordinated 
by Hope Harbor.  The shirts were decorated by women who have been victims of domestic 
violence.  
Women hang up 
shirts to discuss
sexual violence
Hope Harbor and Western sponsored 
the Clothesline exhibit on Wednesday 
in Downing University Center to raise 
community awareness of violence.
The exhibit was one of the last Sex-
ual Assault Awareness Month events. 
Other events this month included the 
Vagina Monologues, Cup of Prevention 
and Jury of My Peers.
Shana Elkin, director 
of operations at Hope 
Harbor, said the organi-
zation sponsors the ex-
hibit every year to rec-
ognize the victims and 
survivors of any violence 
against women such as 
domestic violence or 
being attacked for their 
sexual orientation.
“Violence is a prob-
lem for everyone in the 
community, not just 
women,” she said.
Local women who 
have been assaulted dec-
orated T-shirts for the 
exhibit. The women’s 
drawings included but-
terflies, flowers, stars 
and a battered woman 
wearing sunglasses to 
hide her bruises. 
They also wrote 
phrases on the shirts that 
convey their own personal journeys 
with violence. 
One said, “You made a hole where 
my heart was.” 
Another said, “He hit me to show 
love, and he loved me to death.”
The Clothesline Project began in the 
early 1990s, in Cape Cod, Mass., Elkin 
said. A group of women started it be-
cause they wanted to give the women 
of the community a chance to speak 
about their encounters with violence.
“Around that time, women gathered 
around the clothesline to talk and com-
municate with each other about what 
was happening in their lives and with 
their family,” she said.
She said they also hope the exhibit 
helps women who have been trauma-
tized by these experi-
ences to heal.
Lexington freshman 
Laura Musick and Lex-
ington sophomore Casey 
Cravens said they were 
glad to see the display.
“We both are used 
to living in a big town, 
and now that we live in 
Bowling Green, which 
is relatively smaller, you 
don’t tend to think about 
this happening here,” 
Musick said.
The girls said it was 
scary to think about sex-
ual assaults happening 
in the local area, partic-
ularly on campus.
“There’s no reason 
that we should have to 
feel scared to be walk-
ing back to our dorms at 
midnight,” Cravens said. 
“That little blue button 
isn’t going to save us.” 
They said they thought that the dis-
play sent a good message to students.
“It’s scary to think about especially 
at our age when you’re thinking about 
getting married,” said Musick. “With 
how high the divorce rate is, you have 
to think about how many of those are 
ending because of domestic violence.”
By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com




March as Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, ac-
cording to Hope Harbor’s 
Web site. The organiza-
tion planned activities 
to educate and raise  
awareness of sexual vio-
lence in the community.
Upcoming events 
include:
■ Wear Denim Day, 
March 25
■ Take Back the Night, 
March 25
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This weekend many lo-
cal artists will get the chance 
to share some of their work 
with the community.
Vickie Hood, a local 
painter, said she thinks the 
Bowling Green Gallery Hop 
has benefi ted local artists.
“We have a lot of differ-
ent artists around here who 
have many different talents 
and techniques,” she said. 
“The gallery hop really helps 
to get their work noticed and 
their names out there.”
This is the fi rst time Hood 
will participate in the hop, a 
free art showing at some lo-
cal stores and galleries.
Her signature pieces are 
painted ornaments and feath-
ers, which she’ll display at 
B&J Gallery, 107 Nellums 
Ave.
That gallery, along with 
other venues including the 
Capitol Arts Center, 416 
E .Main Ave., and The Gal-
lery at 916, 916 State St., will 
open their doors to the public 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. today 
for this year’s fi rst hop.
Marsha Heidbrink, one 
of the original coordinators, 
said the purpose of the hop is 
to help familiarize residents 
with local art.
She said this is the third 
year of the hop, and there are 
about fi ve hops a year.
Heidbrink, who is the 
owner of Memphis Marsha’s 
Art Gallery & Classes, 524 E. 
12th Ave., said the hops have 
brought in more business and 
new clients for downtown art 
venues and stores.
The Himalayan Hand-
crafted Rug Co., 415B Park 
Row, will be a part of the hop 
for the fi rst time today.
William Parsons, one of 
the owners of the rug com-
pany, said he expects that the 
hop will help his business.
“It helps bring aware-
ness to the university and 
the community that we are 
here,” he said.
His business plans to host 
a demonstration and show a 
video at the hop about how 
rugs can be made from natu-
ral fi bers.
Hop features local artists
By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
A tuft of hair from an Elvis Presley im-
personator’s wig, some grass from a Poly-
nesian dancer’s skirt or a feather from a 
cabaret dancer’s headdress are common 
debris found on Ellis Place/State Street 
Pub’s fl oor after all the guests have gone 
home for the night.
The pub, located at 700 
State St., has been offering 
a space for businesses and 
organizations to house enter-
tainment for 10 years now.
“I’m a typical baby boom-
er,” said  Steve Ellis, the 
pub’s owner. “I have always 
enjoyed music and being en-
tertained.”
He got the idea for his 
business in college while 
working as an interior design-
er for apartment complexes in 
Lexington.
“Ever since grad school, I 
have always dreamed of own-
ing my own event place,” El-
lis said.
He said that in the 1970s, 
apartment complexes in Lex-
ington were starting to add 
party rooms, which included features such 
as a fi replace and a pool.
Ellis said he formed Ellis Place 700 
Inc. in October 1999 and then opened 
State Street Pub in 2000.
“I wanted to create this place for peo-
ple who don’t have a big budget to rent 
out the Plaza or can’t afford to belong to 
the country club,” he said.
Ellis said he gave the establishment 
two names so it could serve a dual pur-
pose — a bar and a gathering space.
The pub’s decor is eclectic, from the 
cow print furniture and neon lights to the 
pharaoh’s tomb and old movie posters in 
front of red brick walls.
The bar is next to a patio setting used 
for parties and dinners.
The ballroom, or the event side, is 
decorated with lots of greenery, hanging 
lights and ornate furniture in front of glass 
walls.
Ellis said the pub is proud to 
provide various entertainment 
to customers.
“We have done special 
events like weddings, corporate 
banquets, class reunions and 
fraternity and sorority dances,” 
he said. “But we also have done 
things like luaus, cabarets and 
burlesque shows.” 
Martha Bonds, banquet and 
offi ce manager, said she’s en-
joyed working at the State Street 
Pub for the past seven years.
“The regulars like that 
something new is always going 
on here,” Bonds said. “It’s not 
just four blank walls. It has an 
unique atmosphere. It’s a place 
where people can get away to 
enjoy themselves.”
Western graduate Melissa 
Mikolajczyk, a member of the band The 
Hungry Ears, has been to the pub numer-
ous times.
Mikolajczyk said she enjoys coming 
to Ellis Place, because it’s “clean and 
classy.”
Bowling Green resident Jason Renfro 
is a regular at the pub.
“I like it, because it has a laid-back 
atmosphere,” he said. “You don’t have to 
worry about having a fi ght breaking out or 
some ruckus starting.”






■ WHAT: Bowling 
Green Gallery Hop
■ WHEN: 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. today
■ WHERE: For a com-









700 State St. 
www.ellisplacestat-
estreetpub.com
Our Town is a series that 
highlights Bowling Green 
businesses that appeal to 
student interests.
LANCE BOOTH/HERALD
From left to right: Alumni Melissa Mikolajczyk and Jenn Faulkner, both of Glasgow, and Nita 
Beach of Bowling Green talk with each other at the State Street Pub while they wait for The 
Hungry Ears to perform. Mikolajczyk, who is in the band, and Faulkner are both regulars of the 
pub.
Local museums, galler-
ies and studios will come 
together to showcase art 
at the third annual Bowl-
ing Green Gallery Hop.
Of the 16 venues in-
cluded in the Hop, two of 
them are on the Hill.
The Kentucky Library 
and Museum and the fi ne 
arts center gallery are in-
volved in the showcase.
Lynne Ferguson, artist-
in-residence, organizes 
the gallery at the Ken-
tucky Building. Kristina 
Arnold, an assistant pro-
fessor of art, coordinates 
the gallery at FAC.
“Each year we keep 
picking up new galleries,” 
Arnold said. “It’s really 
been growing, and we’re 
excited.”
Arnold said she noticed 
the gallery hop audience 
has expanded from just 
art enthusiasts to other 
people who want to look 
at good art.
“People are coming 
back for the art, not just 
the event,” she said.
Ferguson has noticed 
that more parents have 
been bringing their chil-
dren to the gallery.
Some showcase pieces 
reach beyond the Blue-
grass State.
Now, the “In-Scape” ex-
hibition by Jason Lee, West 
Virginia University assis-
tant professor of sculpture 
and foundations coordina-
tor, is open for viewing in 
the FAC gallery.
His exhibition contains 
four pieces that represent 
different aspects of the 
outdoors. Several orange 
boxes hang at different 
levels, with illuminated 
pictures of clouds, rocks 
in a creek or grass.
Marsha Heidbrink, of 
Memphis Marsha’s on 
12th Avenue initiated the 
gallery hop because she 
wanted to collaborate with 
other art venues in town.
Memphis Marsha’s 
showcases brightly-col-
ored pieces, using acrylic 
and oil on canvas, created 
by Heidbrink and other 
local and regional artists.
She said she’s excited 
about the hop and the 
reception at her studio 
tonight, celebrating the 
“Take Me There” exhibit, 
which has been on display 
since last month.
“Take Me There” fea-
tures work by Western 
graduates Stacy Lyvers 
and Karen Parr.




Graduate inducted into 
Ky. Music Hall of Fame
A Western music graduate will be in-
ducted into the Kentucky Music Hall of 
Fame in 2011.
Gospel music performer Larnelle Har-
ris, a 1969 graduate in music education, is 
one of seven new inductees into the Hall 
of Fame, according to the Western news 
blog.
Harris has been performing for more 
than three decades and was one of the fi rst 
black Christian artists to sing in predomi-
nantly white churches, according to the 
blog.
Some of Harris’ popular recordings 
include “Everything You Are,” “The Fa-
ther Hath Provided,” “From A Servant’s 
Heart,” “I’ve Just Seen Jesus,” “Touch 
Me Lord” and “Amen,” according to the 
blog.
Other inductees include Keith Whitley, 
Patty Loveless, Steve Warner, John Mi-
chael Montgomery, The Goins Brothers 
and Molly O’Day, according to the blog.
— Emily Ulber
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WKU Summer Sessions.  2010.
as  unique as you are
“Summer Sessions keeps me
   on track!”
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According to the Lady Toppers’ 
roster, freshman Mallorie Sulaski is a 
pitcher. But after the last two weeks, 
that title could be debatable. 
Four weeks into the season, an in-
jury to senior Shannon Smith meant 
a lineup change. For the fi rst time, 
Sulaski left the rubber to step up to 
the plate.
And step up she did. 
Her performances in both the 
Buzz Classic and the Florida Atlan-
tic Tournaments earned her consecu-
tive honors as Sun Belt Player of the 
Week and Pitcher of the Week. 
“Hitting has always been a big 
part of my game,” Sulaski said. “I 
was excited to fi nally get in and get 
my chance.”
In her fi rst weekend hitting Sulaski 
posted a .615 batting average — rack-
ing up eight hits — including one 
double and her fi rst career home run. 
She scored three runs, fi ve RBI, a .923 
slugging percentage and two walks.
Back on the mound the next week, 
Sulaski defeated Florida Atlantic and 
Iowa, pitching 14.1 innings and giv-
ing up only fi ve hits and one run. 
“I like the fact that I can make a 
difference on both 
sides of the game,” 
Sulaski said. “It is 
really nice to be able 
to help the team out 
offensively after a 
bad inning.”
When Head 
Coach Tyra Perry 
told Sulaski she 
would be hitting for 
the fi rst time, there 
was no hesitation on the freshman’s 
end.
“If you know Mal, she doesn’t re-
ally react a lot. She does things with 
her actions and doesn’t have much to 
say,” Perry said. “She was just ready 
to do whatever she had to for the 
team and did a great job.”
Sulaski said she was not nervous 
to be on the other side of the ball.
“Hitting is the relaxing part of the 
game to me,” Sulaski said. “There 
are no expectations, so I am able to 
just have fun every time I go up to 
hit.”
Smith said that the freshman has 
shown a lot of maturity by stepping 
up to the challenge in the last couple 
weeks. 
“She works extremely hard,” 
Smith said. “She has the potential to 
be a great asset to this team for years 
to come.”
Since the addition of Sulaski to 
the lineup for the Lady Tops, the team 
has won 11 of its last 14 games. 
Sulaski said she’s confi dent in 
both her team and her own abilities as 
they are back in action in their dou-
bleheader against Tennessee State at 
WKU Softball Field on Tuesday. 
“I try my best to just be better than 
my opponent and win the battle each 
time,” Sulaski said. “If we continue 
playing this way, we will be able to 
compete with the best of the best.”
Freshman pitcher takes 
her turn behind plate
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com
Head Coach Erik Jenkins, 
who said Jesang is the epitome of 
improvement, added that she’s the 
runner he wants competing when the 
championship is at stake. 
“Great person, great teammate, 
winner, hard worker — that is Janet 
Jesang,” Jenkins said. “If the meet’s 
on the line and we need (someone) 
— Janet will fi nd you. You can’t 
compare her to anyone else.”
Thousands of miles away, 
Jesang fl ew under the radar before 
one of her fellow Ugandans gave 
Jenkins a tip. Jesang was offered 
a scholarship through e-mail after 
what she described as a lengthy 
correspondence with Western’s 
coaches.
The coaching staff never saw her 
run in person. They only knew what 
times she ran.
Because Jesang is so thankful for 
her scholarship, she said she tries to 
do her part on the team.
“I feel like when I do something 
for maybe a junior, sophomore or 
freshman, then they’ll go on with the 
same spirit just trying to help those 




More recently, Ransdell 
followed through on his task 
to find Selig’s successor 
within a month, hiring Ross 
Bjork of UCLA last Friday. In 
doing so, it was Ransdell that 
acted as an athletic director 
would.
The same way some athletic 
directors keep a coaching short 
list for their athletic programs in 
case a change needs to be made. 
The same way athletic directors 
are famous for acting quickly 
when facing adversity such as 
Ransdell did.
Begging the question: Is 
Ransdell simply a proponent 
to athletics at Western, or is he 




Finwood said playing those SEC 
teams, especially on the road, helps 
players get accustomed to playing in 
front of large crowds.
“That’s how your guys get ready 
to play in the end of the year — when 
you play in (Mississippi) in front of 
10,000 people,” Finwood said. “It 
hardens your team and gets them 
ready to go against everybody.”
The Toppers still have two more 
SEC games — against Kentucky — 
on their schedule. They’ll also face 
Louisville, another 2009 NCAA 
tournament team, this April.
Junior outfi elder Monte Ketchum 
said playing a tough non-conference 
schedule is especially benefi cial for 
underclassmen.
“It gets us ready, especially the 
younger guys,” Ketchum said. “You 
get to see you can play with anyone 
in the nation.”
No matter how well the Toppers do 
in non-conference play, conference play 
is still the most important part of the 
season for them, Carter said. Western is 
currently second in the Sun Belt, a half 
game behind South Alabama.
“You still got to come to play 
against the Sun Belt,” Carter said. 
“It’s not the Big 12 or SEC, but you 
still have to compete.”
Finwood said the competition 
Western faces away from the Sun 
Belt in its mid-week games may be 
against better teams, but those non-
conference games help the Toppers 
prepare for conference play.
“A lot of times our mid-week games 
are tougher than our weekend games,” 
Finwood said. “But we certainly 
won’t get overwhelmed when we play 
conference games on the weekends.”
Western continues its non-
conference slate when it travels to 





If the meet’s on the 
line and we need 
(someone) — Janet 
will fi nd you. You 




“We’ve made the investment as 
an institution to move into that level, 
so the next hurdle is to be one of the 
top programs in the Sun Belt Con-
ference, going to a bowl game on a 
consistent basis,” he said. “You talk 
about aspirations beyond that — it’s 
a process.”
Bjork spent time as an associate 
athletic director at Miami (Fla.) and 
Missouri before coming to UCLA, 
gaining a reputation as a big-time 
fundraiser. He got his professional 
start as an assistant development co-
ordinator at Western in 1996.
Ransdell said that Bjork’s com-
mitment to improving fi nances 
played a pivotal role in his hire.
“His experience in the external op-
erations of an athletic department, in-
cluding fundraising, was an important 
factor,” Ransdell said. “We needed to 
have that in this appointment.”
Bjork said that Western’s facilities 
“rival, if not beat” many of UCLAs, 
and that the school’s resources should 
make it easy to continue to grow the 
success of the program — a program 
that won 70 championships during 
Selig’s tenure of 10-plus years.
“I don’t think it really matters 
whether you’re going into a situa-
tion that’s been an absolute success 
or failure, as long as you have the 
support from the president and the 
Board of Regents,” Selig said. “Ross 





Football Toppers back 
on the fi eld Tuesday 
Western opens spring practice at 7:40 a.m. Tuesday 
— Head Coach Willie Taggart’s fi rst experience run-
ning the Topper football team on the fi eld.
“Right now I’m just fi red up,” Taggart said. “I told 
the players — I don’t know about them, but I’m ready 
to go. They might see Coach T. come out with a helmet 
that fi rst day.”
Taggart has scheduled practices for Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings, Friday afternoons and Saturday 
scrimmages starting April 3. Spring practice fi nishes 
on April 17 with the annual spring game.
Practices, excluding the spring game, are closed to 
the public.
Leading up to spring practice, the coaching staff 
and players have worked through “The Chase,” Tag-
gart’s moniker for workouts and daily runs.
—Johnathan Lintner
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It’s hard to question Western’s ath-
letic success over the last 10 years.
Left unknown is the leading fi gure 
behind that success.
Athletics Director Wood Selig has 
overseen 70 Sun Belt Conference Cham-
pionships, and Western has experienced 
tremendous growth in moving up to the 
Football Bowl Subdivision along with 
more than $100 million in facilities im-
provements.
But always next to Selig was Presi-
dent Gary Ransdell.
When former football coach David 
Elson was fi red last November amid a 
winless season, Ransdell came to the 
table to speak. 
When the Board 
of Regents 
failed to ap-
prove a $34,000 
raise for Selig 
in January, it 
was Ransdell 





B e c a u s e 
when big things 
happen, Rans-
dell has always played a part — in sup-
porting the move to the FBS, taking a 
role in coaching searches and providing 
a general presence in athletics that goes 
beyond minimum requirements.
Now that Selig is fi nishing up his 
tenure at Western, we’ll soon fi nd out 
how much of a puppet Selig was in 
Ransdell’s quest to grow “WKU” into 
a leading American university — and 
further, how hard Ransdell pulled the 
strings on recent athletic  decisions.
The two were under serious scrutiny 
as the Topper football team’s losses 
piled up last fall. After all, Selig and 
Ransdell were the driving forces behind 
Western’s move to the FBS.
So speculation ensued around El-
son’s fi ring, as Selig said two months 
beforehand that the seventh-year head 
coach’s job was safe. More skepticism 
rose when Selig announced his resigna-
tion, citing a move home to Norfolk, 
Va., as the reason.
Yet after Ransdell pulled the carpet 
from underneath Elson, in a way he did 
the same to Selig.
And when Selig’s raise was put on 
hold in October, it seemed more than 
ever that a rift had grown between ath-






Thoughts from the Jon
sports@chherald.com
TRACK & FIELD
Western has received a taste of 
the NCAA tournament the last two 
years, and with a top-notch non-
conference schedule this year, the 
Toppers are preparing a return ap-
pearance.
Through 18 games, the Toppers 
(13-5, 3-0 Sun Belt Conference) 
have played eight games against 
teams who made the NCAA tourna-
ment last season, going 6-2 in those 
games.
Sophomore center fi elder Kes 
Carter said playing non-conference 
games against quality teams helps 
them as they move into conference 
play.
“It gets us better and lets us experi-
ence that type of competition,” Carter 
said.
Winning against these non-con-
ference opponents also boosts West-
ern’s Ratings Percentage Index. If the 
Toppers lose the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Tournament, Head Coach Chris 
Finwood hopes a high RPI may help 
them make it into the NCAA tourna-
ment anyway.
“We try to play a good schedule, 
and that’s how your RPI goes up,” 
Finwood said. “You play those teams, 
hopefully win and get those RPI 
points.”
After defeating Vanderbilt 17-2 
on Tuesday, Western jumped 12 RPI 
spots to No. 52 in the nation.
The Toppers have played four 
games against Southeastern Confer-
ence teams, widely considered the 
best baseball conference in the na-
tion.
Western beat Tennessee, lost to 
Mississippi State and split the two 
games against Vanderbilt this sea-
son.
Some collegiate-level star athletes may put ath-
letic success and self before schoolwork and ev-
eryone else, but not Janet Jesang. 
Though the senior distance runner from Ugan-
da has never lost a cross country, indoor or outdoor 
track Sun Belt Conference Championship and has 
been named an All-American four times, she’s 
focused on fi nishing her degree and pursuing her 
master’s degree in social work. 
“I chose (social) work, because I have a lot 
of stuff to do in my community,” Jesang said. “It 
would be great for me to take the experience I’ve 
got from here and show them the right way to do 
things. I’ve seen many things going on in my com-
munity, and I’ve experienced them myself, and I 
don’t want them to experience the same things.”
She said it’s not uncommon to see children 
without shoes running to school every day and that 
she walked about 12 miles each day to and from 
school as a child. 
Michelle Murphy Scott, Western’s distance 
runners coach, said Jesang is the best athlete she’s 
ever coached.
Scott said she wasn’t surprised to learn that so-
cial work is Jesang’s fi eld of study, because “her 
frame of reference is totally different” than stu-
dents from most other countries.  
Jesang said Scott has been there for her through-
out her four years at Western, including when her 
106-year-old grandmother passed away during in-
door season.
“It was kind of hard for me that night, but I had 
Michelle and my teammates there for me,” Jesang 
said. “I don’t know the words I would use to de-
scribe her. She’s a really great coach.” 
On the track, Jesang is one of the most well-
rounded female athletes in school history. She’s 
the fi rst to be named an All-American in cross 
country, indoor and outdoor track.
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CHRIS FRYER/HERALD
Sophomore outfi elder Kes Carter collides with the wall after missing a fl y ball in the fi rst inning of 
Western's game against Vanderbilt at Denes Field Wednesday afternoon. The Toppers lost 17-6.
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Senior distance runner Janet Jesang practices at the Charles M. Ruter Complex on March 17.  Jesang wrapped up her season with a 13th-
place fi nish in the 3,000-meter run at last weekend's NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships. 
Jesang succeeding in athletics, focusing on academics
